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A FEW WORDS ABOUT THE  PROJECT 

The project entitled: �¶Conservation of  alkaline fens (7230) in southern Poland�· is co-funded by LIFE+ financial instrument, the National Fund for 

Environmental Protection and Water Management and the Regional Directorate of  Environmental Protection in �5�]�H�V�]�y�Z. It  is led by �1�D�W�X�U�D�O�L�V�W�V�· 

Club in partnership with the Gorce National Park. The project started in September 2014 and its completion is scheduled for June 2018. The project 

involves halting the degradation and improvement or maintaining favourable status of  alkaline fens in 24 Natura 2000 sites (Fig. 1) in the south part 

of  Poland, as the habitat of  many rare, protected and extremely endangered plant species including, in particular, species from Appendix II  of  the 

Habitats Directive. The project aims  at restoration of  extensive mowing within those fens ensuring their good condition in the long term. Among the 

selected areas there are 97 of  the most valuable and best preserved alkaline fens of  southern and central Poland. 

Fig 1. Localization of  Natura 2000 sites within the project 
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THE  AREA OF 1.8 HA  = 85 PARCELS  

THE  EFFECTS OF FRAGMENTATION  AND  OWNERSHIP  STRUCTURE: 

�‡ time-consuming process of  consultation and reconciliation with all 

landowners, 

�‡ lack of  possibilities for land purchase - a few parcels - several owners and 

one patch of  habitat, 

�‡ �R�Z�Q�H�U�·�V inability to benefit from financial assistance from the Rural 

Development Fund under  agrienvironment-climate scheme  - lack of  

sustainability of  conservation measures undertaken. 

THE  EFFECTS OF LOCALIZATION : 

�‡ abandonment of  extensive use by landowners, 

�‡ in some cases, due to the location at high altitudes above sea level, no 

capacity to perform conservation measures (i.e. mowing, removal of  trees 

and shrubs) with specialized equipment designed to operate in mountainous 

areas and wetlands - execution with scythe remains, 

�‡ distance between individual objects - from a few to several kilometers in one 

Natura 2000 site (Fig. 4). 

�‡ increased cost of  implementing conservation measures. 

SCHEME  OF PROBLEMS  

IN  CONSERVATION  MEASURES IMPLEMENTATION  

Fig. 4. Distribution of  habitat - alkaline fens in the �0�D�â�H Pieniny PLH120025 Natura 2000 site * 

�‡ 37% of  the objects 

included in the Project has 

an area of  less than 0.1 ha 

(Fig. 2) 

�‡ one object can have from 

1 to 200 owners! (Fig. 3) 

Fig. 3. The degree of  fragmentation of  the parcels in 

one of  the objects �² Torfy �2�U�R�>�V�N�L�H * 

The �O�D�Q�G�R�Z�Q�H�U�V�· lack of  basic knowledge about the 

idea of  the Natura 2000 network, the habitat and ways 

of  its protection, results in abandonment of  extensive 

use or improper use, lack of  consent to the execution 

of  conservation measures and denial of  participation 

in aid programs (ie. CAP).  

Most of  alkaline fens in Poland were 

extensively used in the past (as a source 

of  hay), which consequently led to breach 

of  water conditions within the habitat 

patch. The intensification of  land 

reclamation resulted in drainage of  that 

land - this concerns mainly the objects 

located in the area of  the old-glacial 

lowlands and highlands. 

Within the Carpathians, in case of  fens 

located on the slopes a small outflow is 

enough to drain the habitat. It  causes 

rapid erosion of  peat deposits, which are 

usually very shallow in the mountains. 

One of  the ways to improve water 

conditions is to build small dams/water 

gates, to inhibit the erosion, in particular 

within the mountain areas. Depending on 

the degree of  habitat degradation �² it can 

be the construction of  one or a system of  

cascading water gates or just liquidation 

of  points �¶of  concentrated water outflow�·.  

Photo 1. The outflow of  groundwater causing 

erosion of  peat deposits and subsequently fen 

dehydration (photo by D. Horabik) 

�3�K�R�W�R���������2�V�W�R�M�D���*�R�U�F�]�D�>�V�N�D��
PLH120018 (photo by D. Horabik) 

Photo 3. Karkonosze PLH020006 

(photo by D. Horabik) 
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Fig  2. The area of  objects in the Project  

Lack of  adapted State 

policy instruments for the 

protection of   Natura 2000 

habitats! 


